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Covent Carden < heatre. 

THE performances here last evening were Gustavue the Third, 
and The Ferry and the Mill. 

Drurp Bane Cheatre. 

‘Last night, a Mr. Priest, who is, we hear, the son:of the 
oldest notary public in the city, made his appearance at this 
Theatre as Shylock, in The Merchant of Venice, and gave us 
cause to wish he had. followed his worthy father’s profession, for 
he is totally unfit for that of an actor. As the play-bills state 
it was his first appearance at this Theatre for seven years, he 
has of course played there before, under what neme or in what 
character we know not, all that we can say is that we never had 
the misfortune to see him before, and never desire to see him 
again on the stage. His previous effort or efforts did not appear 
to have left a very favorable impression on the public, for the 
announcement of his reappearance attracted but a very scanty 
audience. His figure is rather short, his features strongly marked, 
but apparently not capable of any variety of expression, and his 
yoice weak and badly modulated. He did not attempt to exhibit 
any thing like originality in his conception of the part; his act. 
ing in the early scenes was tanie, and in those where his passions 
should have been excited to the highest pitch of long nourished 
hate, savage joy, or agony, he failed entirely, but what was 
most inexcusable was that he was not perfect in his text, for Miss 
Phillips had to prompt him repeatedly during the trial-scene, 
which she did with a delicate tact highly creditable to her feel- 
ings. If Mr. Priest has at all improved since he last trod these 
boards, his former performance must have been wretched indeed ; 
this was a dead failure. We would recommend Miss Phillips and 
Miss Lee when they play Portia and Nertssa the next time, to 
wear men’s wigs with their male habiliments, counsellors and 
their clerks do not even in Venice wear their hair in coronetted 
bands at the top of their heads, with ringlets, braids, and combs, 
and we recommend Mr. Cooper not to turn his back to Portia, 
while reading the account of Antonio’s losses, as it was totally 
impossible for her to discover, but by intuition, that the letter 
had stolen the colour from his cheeks, for she could only see 
the back of his head; by the way, when he did turn round, his 
eheeks gave the lie to fair Portia’s words, for they were rouged 
poppy colour ! 

The Queen’s Theatre is closed till the Christmas holidays, 
when it will be re-opened under a new and spirited nianagement, 
with a variety of novelties. During the term of ita close, the 
house will be entirely re-decorated, and several artists of ce- 




















THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 








lebrity are.aetively employed ‘painting a succession. of 8o ry of 
a splendid and picturesque character for the opening pieces. The 
company will. consist of many old favorites, with same clever re- 
cruits from the provinces. sicheish 

The Vaudeville of Le Camarade de Lit, which has been the 
subject of an angry diplomatic correspondence between the 
French and Swedish Governments, is certainly not calculated to 
flatter the vanity of his Swedish Majesty. The following is the 
plot.:—Thiebault, an old grognard of the Grande Armée, and 
his Majesty, Charles John, (Bernadotte,) had, when simple gren- 
Adiers in the service, been bedfellows, ‘‘ Camarades de Lit.’’— 
Thiebault goes to Sweden, after the late revolution; where he 
carries on his trade of a cabinet-maker. He there meets the King, 
who,.,at the sight of an old comrade, so feels all the force of 
youthful impressions, ‘that he puts on his old uniform of a grena- 
dier, and with Thiebault. repairs to a cabaret. Here the latter 
reads the King a lesson on politics, and the art of government, 
who at last, under the influence of deep potations, signs several 
edicts calculated completely to reorganize the political condition 
of the Sweedish people. The dénouement is admitably mahaged, 
and the piece thronghout full of interest’and gaiety. Mr. Bunn’ 
had prepared a version of Le Camnarade de Lit, for Drury Lane, 
but the. Lord Chamberlain would not permit it to be performed. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Enitor, Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
‘Atrude—will you excuse me, I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub Bhoulders with my friends and the fashionable world, at. one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. iid 

On Monday, «i visit that chef d’aeuvre of mechanism, now exhibiting daily 

.to crowds of-fashionables. at 1 & 3 o'clock, at the Queen's Bazaar - it is a very 
splendid self-performing Musical Instrument, called THe Evrerrgon, which 
performs the mostéelaborate compositions wiih the effect of a full band, 
. Aftérwards pop in'a few doors higher up to mon ami, Palmer.jun. just located 
from St. James’s-st.—his new Dressing Case is positively a ‘Portable Toilet.’ 
“a Travelling requisite‘—so pretty —se cheap.—only two King Williams, — 
Aunt Paulina promises me one for a Christmas Box!!! 

Tuesday, ‘I have a great treat by lounging for an hour or two at the Suffolk 
Streét Gallery, contemplating the choice specimens of the British School of 
Painting which adorn its walis. Everybody must go, for the artist, the con- 
noisseur, and the mere des@urre, will be equally delighted and instructed. 

Ashamed of the rain penetrating my Beaver, determined “ to set my crown 
upon a cast,’ dropt into Perring’s, 85, Strand, purchased one equal to Vestris 
in beauty and durability, and as walerproof as Jack Reeve—quite a bargaiu, 
only a Guinea. 

Moitday and Thursday dine at the Table d'Hote provided by Evans, formerly. 
atCoventGardenTheatre, at his hotel, late Joy s,Piazza—served with elegance, 
enlivened with the singing and wit of his brother actors.--Can have a Chop, &e. 
for Supper here as cheap as-at his old house in Maiden Lane. 

_ On Friday, I examine Miss Linqwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Several of my friends having been misled by external appearances. and popped 
into the wrong shop, I would recommend them in future to order their Wines 
and Spirits by post, as there can be no mistake in directing letters to Bretr’s 
Patent Brandy Depot, 109, Drury Lane. 

How Macready shines to-night, says I, at Drury— Mrs P. instantly asked me 
this ‘Con. —“Who is the most shiniug and reflecting man, & the greatest friend 
40 the Polish cause in London ?” looked at my brilliant boots, and exclaimed 
“Robert Warren!” —Isu't that a good one ?—but I intrude, beg pardon -- 
ex: Your’s, &. PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, anew Grand Historical Opera, called 


Gustavus the Third ; 


| OR, THE MASKED BALL. 


The Scenery, whichis on a scale of Magnitude never before attempted in this country, 





by Messrs Grieve and Assistants. © ié ‘5 
The Decorations by Mr Bradwell—Machinery by Mr Sloman—Plumassier, Mad. 
Minon—The Costumes, by MrPalmer, MrHead, &c—Chandeliers byMrBrookes. 


a der t 
The whole Produce 3 un ee he Direction of 


Gustavus the Third, Mr WARDE, , 
Col. Lillienhorn, MrTEMPLETON, Count Dehorn, MrSEGUIN, 
i The Baron Bjelke, Mr BAKER, 
Count D’Esseu, Mr PERKINS, Count Ribbing, Mr WILSON, 
Captain Ankarstrom, Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Oscar, (Favorite Page to the King,) Miss SHIRREFF, 
Christian Engleheart, Mr BEDFORD, . |: : 

Madame Ankarstrom, Miss INVERARITY, | .: 

Aryedson,....,. (a Fortune-teller) ..,...Mrs FITZ WILLIAM, 
° . The following isthe order of the New Scenery.z” ji 

| | Grahd’Saléon in the King’s Palace—Triumphal Arch ‘of Queen 





Christina—Interior of Fortune Teller’s Abude—Distant View 
of Stockholm, by Moonlight, from the Place of Public Execu- 
tion—Norr-malm . Square, in Stockholm—Apartment in the 
- House of Ankafstrom—Royal.Gardens, with the' Fountains of 
Neptune—The Saloon of the Opera at Stockholm, fitted.up 
for the Masked Ball, in which will be introduced the fashion- 
able German Pas, principal Dancer, Mrs Vining, with Mdlles. 
Payne, Hall, Hill, Bennett, Perry, Froud, Conway, & Marsano. 
The celebrated Danse des Folies, principal Folie, Mlle.Celeste. 
| , Folies, Miles. Thomasin, Fairbrother. Fenton, Ryals, &c. &c. 





A Figure Dance by Mr Payne and Mr F. Sutton—The Parisian 
Gallopade, promenade of the characters, in which will. appear 
nearly the whole of the company of the two Theatres, assisted 
by above 250 additional members, habited in the most gorgeous 
varied. costumes. The piece will terminate with the Assassi- 


nation of Gustavus. 
To conclude with, a new Farce, called 


SCAN. MAG. 
| Mr Theodore Singleton, Mr BARTLEY, = ~ 
' Edward Singleton, (his Nephew) Mr WARDE, 
7 Cae Tinderly, Mr WOOD, rier 
Tommy Caudle, ...........- ...- Mr MEADOWS, 
John Grub, Mr BEDFORD, 
Emily Singleton, Miss MURRAY, Julia, MissLEF, 
Mrs Caudle, (the Villiage Gossip) Mrs GIBBS, 
‘Fanny, Mrs HUMBY 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 





This Evening, (by Special Desire) Lord Byron’s et of 


N EK 


Werner, Mr MACREADY, 
Fritz, Mr YOUNGE, Idenstein, Mr BLANCHARD, : 
Baron Stralenheim, Mr MATHEWS, 
Henric. Mr AYLIFFE, Rodolph, Mr F. COOKE, 
Ulric, Mr KING, Gabor, Mr COOPER, 
Meister, Mr HATTON, Ludwig, Mr HONNER, 
Eric, Mr CATHIE, Arnheim, Mr FENTON, 





Herman, Mr BROWN, Otto, Mr: STANLEY, 
Ida, Miss E: PHILLIPS, 
Josephine ....... ios sicedoust MPS LOVELL. 


After which, (3rd time) % a “a ComiePicce, (inOneAct, ) called 


ASoldier’ s Courtship. 


Colonel Gayton, Mr COOPER, 
Lady Melford, Miss PHILLIPS,  Fanny,. "Miss TAYLOR. 


To conclude with, (compressed into AT Ast) Shakspeare’s 
Play’ (with Music,) of T 


Midsummer Night's “Dream! 


Theseus, (Duke of Athens) Mr KING. 
Lysander, Mr BRINDAL, Egeus, Mr MATHEWS, 
Bottom, Mr DOWTON, : 

Demetrius, MrDURUSET, Philostr ate, MrF. COOKE, 
Flute, Mr BLANCHARD, Snug, Mr T. GREEN, 
Quince, Mr WEBSTER, 
Snout, Mr AYLIFFE, Starveling, MrS. RUSSELL, 
Hypolita, Miss SOMERVILLE, 
ee ee ene ee ne Miss KENNETH, 
. Hermia, Miss PBET TS, 


Oberon, Miss TAYLOR. Ti Titania, Miss E.PHILLIPS, 
' Puck, Miss POOLE, 
Peasblossom, MrsP ENLEY, Moth, M rsCHESTER, 
Cobweb, Miss i. CAWSE, 
Mustard Seed, Mrs MAPLESON. 
To-morrow, The Poor Gentleman, A Soldier’s Courtship, & Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream. 


Priated & Published every Morning, by E. & J. Thomas, Exeter Street, Exeter 
Hall, Strand.—All letters to be post paid,—Printing i in General, 








